
Rivers, Lakes, 
and other 
Bodies of Water



Rivers

Source/Headwaters 
The start  of a river- usually 

high up in mountains 
01

River
A naturally flowing stream of 

water
02

Mouth
End of a river- where the 

river meets the sea lor lake
03



The Mississippi River Longest river in North America- 3.766 km from source to mouth 



Source of the Mississippi River

Lake Itasca in Bemidji, Minnesota



Mouth of the Mississippi River

Gulf of Mexico, Mississippi Delta– New Orleans, Louisiana

Delta: a triangle-shaped 
landmark created by the 
deposition of sediment 
carried by the river



Lakes

Lake: A large body of water surrounded by land

125,000 lakes in the USA

117 million lakes on Earth

Lakes can be saltwater or freshwater
● The Great Salt Lake in Utah is the largest saltwater 

lake in North America
● Lake Superior is the largest freshwater lake in the 

world



The Great Lakes

● Lake Superior is largest freshwater lake 

(by surface area) in the world

● Lake Michigan has sand dunes

● 20% of world’s freshwater is from the 

Great Lakes

● Once at the lake, you cannot see to the 

other side… they are that big!





Waterfalls
● What is a waterfall?

○ A point in a river or stream where the water flows over a vertical drop

● Niagara Falls, USA/Canada



Questions

● What is your favorite body of water (lakes, rivers, ocean, waterfall) 

and why?

● How do you think pollution affects bodies of water and the ecosystem 

(plants and animals) around them?

● What famous bodies of water can you name?

● If you could go on an adventure that involves a body of water 

(treasure hunt?) what would your story be?


